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preparing pupils for lifelong success

Head Teacher's Message
At Godwin we know how enrichment
opportunities such as our History Days enthuse
and engage our children in the period they are
studying. Our Year 3 pupils loved finding out
more about the Romans, and Year 4 the Vikings,
through story-telling, drama and games led by a
specialist. Opportunities such as these are made
possible through fundraising activities. Please
help us to continue to provide these by
supporting our fundraising appeals.



The recent maths sponsored event raised £316! The children who took part
should feel extremely proud of themselves and we are extremely grateful
to the friends and family members who sponsored and encouraged them.
This money will be spent on maths resources for the school. 

Additionally, many parents and carers dropped a donation into our
collection bucket at the Christmas assemblies. We raised £286.45 and will
be using this money to help us pay for enrichment activities such as the
recent History Days enjoyed by Year 3 (Romans) and Year 4 (Vikings).

The delicious hot chocolates organised by year 6 have already raised £123,
which will be used to subsidise their visit to Fairplay House.

Future fundraising this year will be used to help afford other enrichment
activities. We appreciate every penny.

A Huge Thank You 
With budgets strained everywhere, the
generosity of parents, carers and the whole
Godwin community is making a bigger
impact than ever.



Regular school attendance

If a child’s attendance falls below 95%, or we have concerns, we will send an letter home to
notify their family. This can be a useful reminder as days away can quickly add up.

If a child has attendance of 90% or less they are regarded by the government as a persistent
absentee. Where this happens, we invite parents and carers to meet us and discuss ways in
which we can work together to ensure improvement. In cases where a child’s attendance
continues to cause concern and an improvement is not seen, a referral will be made to the
Local Authority.

Attendance and Puncuality  
Attendance matters

We believe that every child should have the opportunity to achieve their absolute best.
There is clear evidence that poor attendance has a direct effect on how well children do at
school, both academically and socially. Children with poor attendance or those who are
regularly late for school miss out on valuable learning and do not reach their full potential.
Time missed in school can lead to gaps in knowledge that become difficult to fill. So how do
we support good attendance and punctuality at Godwin?

Celebrating good attendance and punctuality 

As good attendance and punctuality provide the first steps to success, we celebrate them.
Punctuality is recognised in our weekly celebration  assemblies in which we award trophies
for the best whole-class punctuality  record. 

 
Attendance at 90% means losing

the  following learning time: 
 
 

1 whole day every fortnight
3 whole days every half term

1 school month every year
 

Missing time from the school day
all adds up!

 

5 minutes late every day = 3 whole
days of lost learning over a year 

15 minutes late every day  = 2
weeks of lost learning over a year



School Start Times

Children can arrive from 8:45am, 10 minutes before their registration times, to settle in their
classrooms and start their learning.  This smooth start to the school day has a really positive
impact on children's focus and general wellbeing. All children are expected to be in class for
registration at 8:55am. If a child arrives after  this time, he/she will be recorded as late..

parents/carers take their child on holiday during term time. 
children have poor attendance that is unauthorised. 

Term Time Leave

Term time is for education. In order to help the school to ensure our children achieve the very
best that they are able to, the Governing Board has agreed that requests for holiday absence
during term time will continue to be declined  except in exceptional circumstances.

Penalty Notices 

It is a legal responsibility for parents/guardians to ensure their child comes to school on time
everyday. Keeping a child away from school without good reason is an offence in law. The
Local Authority has a duty to take action against those who do not ensure that their children
are receiving an education. A Penalty Notice of £60 per child per parent/guardian may be
issued when:

Ensure your child knows that YOU expect him/her to attend school every day
Ensure your child arrives at school on time every day
Speak to your child’s class teacher regarding any issues that may affect  his/her
attendance
Inform the school before 8:45am if he/she will not be attending school for any reason
Wherever possible, make medical and dental appointments out of school  time    

Help your child to achieve good attendance and punctuality

We can help

If you are concerned about your child’s attendance or punctuality please speak to your child’s
class teacher, the Deputy Headteacher (Ms Aslam) or the Senior  Admin Officer (Ms Yates).
Our Attendance Policy is available on request from the school office or on our school website:  
www.godwin.newham.sch.uk

On page 6 you will find a copy of the term dates for 2022/2023 and 2023/2024. We hope these
are useful when booking your holidays.







Parent/Carer Workshop
 

Wednesday 8th February
3:40pm - 4:40pm

At Godwin

preparing for social media and use of social
media
the importance of privacy settings
avoidance and how to address inappropriate
content
how to navigate group chats
discuss the pros and cons of gaming

The workshop is designed to support parents
with the the following five main concerns:

Come along and benefit from the
advice of our expert visitor.





This half term our competition invites each pupil to think
of themselves as future writers. This week's winners are
Amelia from 5M and Shafin from 3K. Amelia would like to
write a book about humans and vampires learning to
coexist, while Shafin wants to write a story which
encourages people to persevere and meet their goals.
Well done to you both!

Future Writers' Competition

We will select another winner next Friday. Entry forms can be obtained
from class teachers. Children can choose to write or draw; they do not need

to complete both entry forms.



Next weekend (27th - 29th
January) will see the Big
Garden Birdwatch for 2023. 

You don’t need a garden to
take part! Counting birds from
your balcony or your local park
will play a vital role in helping
the RSPB understand how UK
birds are doing. Get involved 
 by clicking here. 

World Book Day
This year, Godwin Junior School will
be celebrating World Book Day on
Friday 3rd March.

We will be encouraging all our staff
and pupils to dress up as the book
character of their choice and there
will be prizes for the best costumes! 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/




This coming Monday (23rd) is the final day to hand
in your artwork depicting the Elizabeth Tower. All
entries must be with Ms Valle by that date.



Fourth Plinth Schools Awards 2023
Feeling artistic? Design an artwork inspired by the
Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square, and you could win a
national prize! Entries can be in all art forms including
drawing, painting, sculpture, collage and digital
designs. Entries must be handed to Ms Taylor by 10th
March 2023.

Article of the Week



Lining Up Cup
This week’s winners

are:
3Z and 5J

Congratulations!

Mindfulness Corner
Every Friday we will be sharing with you a link to a different group or

organisation that have resources for mental health and wellbeing.
 

(Please Note: we are not endorsing any particular site nor are we ambassadors for it - but we are
merely providing pointers towards sites that might be interesting/helpful).

 
This week we feature Every Mind Matters from the NHS:

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters

"You can’t stop the waves, but you can learn to swim."
Jon Kabat Zinn

Punctuality Cup
With no late marks, this

week’s winners are:
4K

Well done for all coming to
school on time!

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters




3B – Isabel: for persevering in her learning and maintaining a positive attitude
3K – Ain: for collaborating and sharing her ideas in whole-class discussions
3I – Frederick: for articulating his ideas well during class discussions
3Z – Amy: for excellent collaboration with her learning partner during maths
4K – Maria: for persevering while learning her times tables and using the knowledge
in her maths lessons
4T – Yaseen: for persevering during English lessons and collaborating well with
others.
4Y – Jason: for making good contributions and collaborating well with his peers.
4Z – Eloise for using excellent figurative language in her writing
5J – Aisha: for trying hard to explain the reasoning behind her work
5M –  Aqib: for fantastic collaboration while orienteering
5V – Matthew: for persevering, working hard and trying his best in all subjects this
week
6B – Isabelle: for enthusiasm and collaboration
6K – Luca: for showing all learning powers and being a good role model
6O – Ruben: for considering his choices and being a good learning partner in science
6W – Nusayb: for excellent collaboration during PE

Achievement Awards


